
Sutton Outdoor Preschool  
 

COVID-19 Risk Assessment 

Updated January 2021 

Context: 
Early Years childcare settings will continue to be responsible for safeguarding children; supporting the 
learning and development of, and caring for children; supporting vulnerable children and implementing 
the system of controls (protective measures) to prevent infection and minimise the risks of Coronovirus 
(COVID-19) transmission following Government Guidance and advice from Public Health England (PHE). 

Risk:  
Transmission of Coronovirus (COVID-19) including direct transmission (i.e sneezing, coughing) and 
indirect transmission (touching contaminated surfaces).  

Risk benefit:  
“…The Government will continue to prioritise the wellbeing and long-term futures of our young people 
and will not be closing schools or other educational settings [including Early Years settings, Primary and 
Secondary schools, colleges or universities]. It remains very important for children and young people to 
attend, to support their wellbeing and education and help working parents and guardians. Senior 
clinicians still advise that school is the best place for children to be, and so they should continue to go to 
school. Schools have implemented a range of protective measures to make them safe…”  
Taken from Government Guidance published on 31/10/2020 with effect from 05/11/2020 
New National Restrictions from 5 November - childcare-and-childrens-activities  

Those at Risk: children, staff, parents/carers, anyone coming into contact with an infected individual.  

System of Controls: This is the set of actions or protective measures which early years settings must take 
to effectively reduce risks within the setting and create an inherently safer environment. The control 
measures are grouped into ‘prevention’ and ‘response to any infection’. 

Prevention 
1) Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend settings. 
2) Where recommended, use of face coverings. 
3) Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual. 
4) Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 
5) Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using 
standard products, such as detergents and bleach. 
6) Minimise contact between groups where possible. 
7) Where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE). 

Response to any infection 
8) Engage with the NHS Test and Trace process. 
9) Manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the setting community. 
10) Contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice. 
11) Notify Ofsted. 

 

Hazard/Area of 
concern: 

Control measures: 

Direct contact with 
infected individual  

Any participants (including children, staff, parents/carers, visitors or others) who show 
symptoms of COVID-19 must not attend or access the setting. 

Drop off/collection 
times 

Social Distancing (between adults) will be encouraged during handover times. Handover will 
be brief and remain on point.  Parents may choose to wear face coverings if they wish but 
this is not a requirement. 

Staffing Liz, Claire and Ben will provide consistent staffing on a daily basis, John will continue to 
attend as able. Regular volunteers (Val and Mick) will provide additional support if required.  
If staffing levels drop and we are unable to maintain ratios we will have to close and will 
notify families as soon as possible.   

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november?fbclid=IwAR1TgpoMVntoFW-6gc060qYQkOjT-gL7vwYBy4K5EPHFx7ccYJvI6qr6ITI#childcare-and-childrens-activities
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus


Social distancing 
within Preschool 

It is accepted that young children are unable to socially distance so there is no expectation 
for them to do so. Staff will be encouraged to social distance from other adults (parents and 
colleagues) as far as is practicable. Staff are not required to wear face coverings within the 
setting.  

Daily Activities  Activities will take place as usual - some areas such as mud kitchen and digging area will be 
extended to allow more space between children and increasing the amount of resources 
will avoid “gathering spots”. Resources which are easily cleaned will be readily available 
while those more difficult to clean will be restricted. 

Adventures Adventures will take place as usual - we will avoid “busier” areas of the park and maintain 
social distance from other park users where possible. Hand sanitiser will be taken with us as 
well as wipes.  

Toileting Toileting/nappy change routines will continue as usual – reminders, support and 
encouragement will be provided as always.  

Handwashing We will continue to wash hands regularly (counting to 20), on arrival, after toileting, before 
eating, after sneezing/blowing nose. Warm water and hand soap will be provided 
throughout the day, temperature will be monitored. Individual hand towels will be used for 
drying (as previously). Hand sanitiser will be used on adventures when necessary. Support 
will be given as needed.  

Hygiene Children will be supported to use tissues to “catch it-bin it-kill it” and dispose of tissues in a 
bin, and to cough or sneeze into their elbow (dab). Support will be given as needed. Hand 
washing will follow.  

Cleaning Frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected throughout the day. Resources 
will be cleaned at the end of each day. Used hand towels, hi viz jackets, gloves, hats, etc will 
all be washed daily, as usual.   

Visitors  Visits will be restricted to those of necessity and where possible will be conducted out-of-
hours. Visitors will be made aware of and follow systems of control within the setting.  

Vulnerable staff 
 

All staff should follow system of control measures to minimise transmission including good 
hand and respiratory hygiene, minimising contact where possible, including maintaining 
social distance where possible. In addition new guidance on protecting the clinically 
extremely vulnerable contains advice at each local COVID alert level.  

If a staff member 
becomes unwell 
at Preschool 

The Staff member will be sent home (ratios maintained) and advised to follow guidance for 
households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection, which sets out 
that they must self-isolate for at least 10 days and should arrange to have a test for COVID. 

If a child becomes 
unwell at Preschool  

• The child’s parents (followed by emergency contacts if parents are unavailable) will be 
contacted to request early collection. 

• While waiting for collection the child will be isolated as much as possible with appropriate 
adult supervision.  

• PPE must be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection safe working in 
education, childcare and children’s social care settings 

• On collection parents will be advised to follow guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection, which sets out that they must self-isolate for 
at least 10 days and should arrange to have a test for COVID. 

• Any equipment (including toilet facilities) which the child has had contact with should be 
removed from use until cleaned, see guidance on cleaning of non-healthcare settings 
outside the home.   

• Any children or staff members who have been in close contact with the child do not need 
to go home to self-isolate unless they develop symptoms themselves (in which case, they 
should arrange a test), if the symptomatic person subsequently tests positive or 
requested to do so by NHS Test and Trace. 

Emergency Contact 
Details 

Parents must ensure Emergency Contact Details are up to date and that Named Persons 
would be available to collect if the setting were unable to contact parents directly. Any 
changes must be notified to Liz.  

 

This risk assessment was created using guidance from  

Actions for Early Years and Childcare Providers during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures

