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Reviewed by Elizabeth Leddy - Preschool Manager and DSL for Sutton Outdoor Preschool 

Context 
To prevent the spread of coronavirus, schools and childcare settings will use a range of 
protective measures to create safer environments in which the risk of spreading the virus 
is substantially reduced and to minimise risks to children, staff and their families. 

Risk: re-opening Preschool for all children may increase the risk transmission of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 

Risk benefit: “…In childcare settings, providers will be asked to welcome back all children 
below statutory school age from the week commencing 1 June. This decision is based on 
the latest scientific advice. By returning pupils gradually, settings can initially reduce the 
number of children and young people in classrooms compared to usual and put protective 
measures in place to reduce risks. We want to get all children and young people back into 
education as soon as the scientific advice allows because it is the best place for them to 
learn, and because we know how important it is for their mental wellbeing to have social 
interactions with their peers, carers and teachers. Children returning to educational and 
childcare settings in greater numbers will also allow more families to return to work…”  
Taken from Government Guidance issued on 12/05/2020  
www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-

measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 
 

Effective infection protection and control: In all education, childcare and social care 
settings, preventing the spread of coronavirus involves dealing with direct transmission 
(for instance, when in close contact with those sneezing and coughing) and indirect 
transmission (via touching contaminated surfaces). A range of approaches and actions 
should be employed to do this. These can be seen as a hierarchy of controls that, when 
implemented, creates an inherently safer system, where the risk of transmission of 
infection is substantially reduced.  

Infection Protection  
(as identified by Government) 

Control Measures 
(put in place by Sutton Outdoor Preschool) 

• minimising contact with 
individuals who are unwell by 
ensuring that those who have 
coronavirus symptoms, or who 
have someone in their 
household who does, do not 
attend settings. 

Parents have been notified that children who 
display symptoms, or live with someone who 
displays symptoms, must not attend.   
 

• cleaning hands more often than 
usual - wash hands thoroughly 
for 20 seconds with running 
water and soap and dry them 
thoroughly or use alcohol hand 
rub or sanitiser ensuring that all 
parts of the hands are covered. 

Children will be supported and supervised to wash 
hands on arrival, before eating, after toileting, after 
sneezing or face touching, before leaving and at 
regular intervals throughout the day. 
 
Warm running water and hand soap will be 
available using the sink unit on the trolley. Children 
will dry hands using individual eco-friendly hand 
towels (this is usual practice). 
 
Alcohol based hand sanitiser will also be available.  
 



• ensuring good respiratory 
hygiene by promoting the ‘catch 
it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 
 

Tissues will be available and children will be 
supported and supervised to use these if they need 
to blow their nose or sneeze.  
 
Used tissues will be discarded immediately into a 
lidded bin and disposed of securely at the end of the 
session.  

• cleaning frequently touched 
surfaces often using standard 
products, such as detergents 
and bleach. 

Regular cleaning of frequently touched surfaces 
(tap, soap dispenser, sink unit, toilet lid…) will take 
place throughout the day using anti bac wipes.  
 
Toys and resources will be cleansed at the end of 
each day.  
 
Resources which are difficult to clean will be 
removed/restricted for the time being. 

• minimising contact with others 
outside of the group.  

Make families aware of social distancing 
requirements when bringing children to and 
collecting from preschool. 
 
Position cordon and signage over three main 
entrances to deter members of public from 
accessing during session.  
 
Make all staff aware that there is an increase in the 
number of people accessing the park at present and 
the impact this may have on daily risk assessment, 
planned activities and structure of the day.  

• use outside space for exercise, 
breaks and education, where 
possible, as this can limit 
transmission and more easily 
allow for distance between 
children and staff. 

As a fully outdoor preschool we already comply with 
this.  

 

Supporting evidence for this risk assessment: 
• Actions for education and childcare settings to prepare for wider opening from 1 June 
• Implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings 
• Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus outbreak 
• Early years foundation stage (EYFS) coronavirus disapplications 
• Safe working in education, childcare and children’s social care settings, including the use of 

personal protective equipment (PPE) 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care

