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Introduction 

Promoting and actively encouraging these four values plays a crucial role in the Prevent Duty 
strategy guidance. Ofsted states “…The promotion of British Values should be ‘at the heart of the 
setting’s work...” At Sutton Outdoor Preschool we endeavour to provide playful learning 
opportunities to help all our children to develop positive diverse and communal identities, as well 
as their well-being, their empathy and emotional literacy, while continuing to take action to 
eradicate inequalities, bullying, discrimination, exclusion, aggression and violence; all of which 
fosters and secures, children’s pro-social behaviours and responsible citizenship and real sense 
of belonging.  
We believe that the best way to challenge or help children resist extremist views is to teach 
children to think critically and become independent learners, which is fundamental to the 
Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning and embedded in the EYFS  

Fundamental British Values in the Early Years  
 
Democracy: making decisions together and ensuring everyone has equal rights and is treated 
equally. Each child’s views matter, and everyone is given the opportunity to share and collaborate 
to make decisions together.  
At Sutton Outdoor Preschool we provide opportunity for children to  
- ask questions and develop enquiring minds in an environment where their views are valued, 
- share, collaborate and work together to a common goal,  
- participate in making decisions on a day-to-day basis. 
We promote and embrace democracy by encouraging the children to take an active part in 
decision making on a daily basis such as where we go for our adventure, which activities are 
available and how they are set up, and on a long-term basis such as the development of base 
camp areas through Pupil Voice or purchasing new resources and equipment.  
 
Rule of law: understanding rules matter in our society and that there are rules we need to follow. 
This ties in with our understanding of cause and effect, consequences and the difference between 
right and wrong.  
At Sutton Outdoor Preschool we encourage the children to 
- explore cause and effect – how their actions can alter things physically,  
- learn that actions have consequences – consider how their actions can affect others, 
- follow a set of simple, consistent setting rules.  
We promote and embrace the rules by ensuring there is clarity and consistency – the rules relate 
to keeping ourselves and others safe, they apply to all participants – adults as well as children. 
We support children to understand why and how cause and effect links into the rules. In this way  
children understand their own and others’ behaviour and its consequences, and learn to 
distinguish right from wrong.  
 
Individual liberty: freedom for all. The main point developmentally is to give children a positive 
sense of themselves. Promoting self-confidence and self-awareness, as well as giving them the 
language to understand their own emotions. 
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At Sutton Outdoor Preschool we provide opportunity for children to participate in  
- Child-led play - allowing children to explore their own interests rather than moving towards a 

pre-made plan is a great way to raise their self-confidence. Schemas are really important in this 

too,   

- developing their own interests - to have favourite things, to mix their own colours, share their 

favourite book, make collections of objects which interest them... 

- risky play - it’s crucial to develop a child’s sense of confidence and awareness of what they’re 

doing. 

We believe that children should develop a positive sense of themselves. Staff can provide 
opportunities for children to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and increase their 
confidence in their own abilities, for example through allowing children to take risks on an obstacle 
course, talking about their experiences and learning. Staff encourage a range of experiences that 
allow children to explore the language of feelings and responsibility, reflect on their differences 
and understand we are free to have different opinions. The link between a child’s self-awareness 
and developing individual liberty is a key part of the British Values.  
 
Mutual respect and tolerance: treat others as you want to be treated. We provide an 
environment that encourages tolerance of all faiths, cultures, races and views, along with an 
understanding of our differences and similarities.  
At Sutton Outdoor Preschool we encourage the children to 
- be aware of others and how they might be the same or differ – this is key to respecting other 
cultures,  
- develop an awareness of cultural events through activities and provisions,  
- share stories which reflect different cultures, faiths, experiences and ways of life, 
- develop an understanding of our wider community.  
We strive to create an ethos of inclusivity and tolerance where views, faiths, cultures and races 
are valued and children are engaged with the wider community. Children acquire an appreciation 
of and respect for their own and other cultures; know about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others and among families, faiths, communities, cultures and traditions and share 
and discuss practices, celebrations and experiences. Staff promote diverse attitudes and 
challenge stereotypes, for example, sharing stories that reflect and value the diversity of children’s 
experiences and providing resources and activities that challenge stereotyping.  
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